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About The Physicians Foundation



Overview

ÅNational non-profit organization formed in 
2003 and dedicated to:

ïEmpowering physicians to lead in the delivery of 
high quality, cost-efficient health care 
ïStrengthening the physician-patient relationship
ïInforming national healthcare policy by giving a 

voice to physicians nationwide
ïSupporting practicing physicians as they work to 

sustain their medical practices and navigate health 
reform
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Our Mission

To empower physicians to lead in the delivery 
of high-quality, cost-efficient healthcare.
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Overview

ÅThe Foundation pursues its mission through 
grant making, research, national surveys and 
policy studies

ïAwarded more than $40 million in grants
ïConducted four nationwide surveys of physicians
ïSupported219participants in the                           

Physician Leadership Academy since2010
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The Physicians Foundation 
Signatory Medical Societies

Alaska State Medical Association Medical Society of Northern Virginia

California Medical Association Medical Society of the State of New York

Connecticut State Medical Society Nebraska Medical Association

Denton County Medical Society (Texas) New Hampshire Medical Society

El Paso County Medical Society (Colorado)North Carolina Medical Society

Florida Medical Association South Carolina Medical Association

Hawaii Medical Society Tennessee Medical Association

Louisiana State Medical Society Texas Medical Association

Medical Association of Georgia Vermont Medical Society

Medical Society of New Jersey Washington State Medical Association
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¢ƻŘŀȅ ²ŜΩƭƭ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎΧ
ÅOur Recent Work 

ÅFocus on Physician Practice

ÅHow to Partner with Us
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Our Recent Work



2016 National Patient Survey

Survey examined:
ïStatus of the physician-patient 

relationship
ïFactors patients believe are 

contributing to increased 
healthcare costs
ïPatient perceptions of 

stakeholders impacting 
treatment options
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Overview

ÅNine out of 10 are highly satisfied with PCP

Å48 percent unconfident about affordable care 
should they become seriously ill

Å59 percent say the cost of prescription drugs 
contributes to rising healthcare costs

Å83 percent believe health insurance companies 
have the most impact on available treatment 
options
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Limited patient financial obligations

Fee-for-service reimbursement

End of life care

Advances in technology/treatment
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Price controls on fees and products

Defensive medicine

Physician fees

Lack of pricing transparency

Aging population

State and federal insurance mandates

Social conditions

Fraud

Cost of pharmaceuticals

Factors Contributing to Rising Healthcare Costs

Detailed Findings



Detailed Findings

12

28%

25%

68%

69%

Had a medical problem but did not visit a
doctor

Skipped a medical test, treatment, or follow-up
that was recommended by a doctor

Yes No

% Missing Doctor Visit or Treatment Due to Cost



Detailed Findings
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83%

79%

68%

60%

54%

Health insurance companies

Physicians

Pharmaceutical companies

Federal legislature

State legislatures

Who impacts treatment options?


